
MINUTES OF THE

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 – 2:00  p.m. – Room W020 House Building

Members Present:

Sen. Jon Greiner, Senate Chair 

Rep. DeMar "Bud" Bowman, House Chair

Sen. D. Chris Buttars

Sen. Scott D. McCoy

Rep. David Litvack

Rep. Michael T. Morley

Rep. Curtis Oda

Rep. Jennifer M. Seelig

Rep. Kenneth W. Sumsion

Rep. Larry B. Wiley

Rep. Carl Wimmer

Members Absent:

Sen. John W. Hickman

Rep. Brad L. Dee 

Rep. Rebecca D. Lockhart

Rep. Paul Ray

Staff Present:

Mr. Stewart E. Smith, Policy Analyst/Special Projects Mgr.

Ms. Susan Creager Allred, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Wendy Bangerter, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1.     Committee Business 

Chair Jon Greiner called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m.

Due to the lack of a quorum at the time of consideration, the minutes of the October 17, 2007 meeting

were not approved. 

2. Emergency Medical Services Report 

Mr. Paul Patrick, Director, Bureau of Emergency Medical Services, distributed and summarized the "2007

Report to the Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Interim Committee" and updated the Committee

regarding the Bureau's goals, accomplishments, and future needs. He also reviewed recommendations for

legislation. Ms. Shellie Young, Paramedic Representative, State Emergency Medical Services Committee,

was also at the witness table.

3. Report on Amount and Use of Concealed Weapons Fees

Mr. Ed McConkie, Chief, BCI (Bureau of Criminal Identification), DPS (Department of Public Safety),

reported on efforts and progress of BCI in its operations after the 2007 legislative change that credited

fees collected for concealed weapons permits under Section 53-5-707 to BCI for its use.  

Lt. Doug Anderson, Manager, Concealed Firearm Permits, DPS, reviewed the benefits that have been

realized because of the dedicated credit. He showed charts illustrating the increase in permits issued and

denied by BCI and discussed future budget needs.

5. Crime of Strangulation or Smothering

Rep. Jennifer Seelig explained 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Crime of Strangulation or

Smothering." This bill modifies the Utah Criminal Code by including the offense of suffocation or

strangulation as an aggravated assault. 
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Mr. Ned Searle, Director, Office on Domestic and Sexual Violence, addressed the high incidence of

strangulation crimes as a form of intimate partner violence. He referred to a letter written to Rep. Seelig

from the state medical examiner describing strangulation and its effects. 

Mr. Brent Burkley, Prosecutor, Office of the Attorney General, addressed questions and concerns raised

by the Committee regarding domestic violence offenses.

Mr. Kevin Nudd, Investigator, West Valley City Attorney's Office, testified of the seriousness of the crime

and the need to increase the penalty for it. 

Ms. Anastasia Froget, Utah Director representing Dr. Ann Blake Tracey, Executive Director, International

Coalition for Drug Awareness, presented information regarding prevention of strangulation and other

domestic violence crimes and the the relation to the use of antidepressant drugs. 

MOTION: Rep. Wimmer moved to approve 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Crime of

Strangulation or Smothering" as a committee bill. The motion passed unanimously. Rep. Morley was

absent for the vote.

4. Expungement Law Amendments

Sen. Chris Buttars spoke in favor of 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Expungement Law

Amendments." 

Rep. Lorie D. Fowlke clarified that the bill would provide the possibility of expungement for a crime only

if the person has first received a pardon from the Utah Board of Pardons. 

Chair Greiner spoke against the bill. 

MOTION: Sen. Buttars moved to adopt 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Expungement Law

Amendments," as a committee bill. The motion passed with Sen. Greiner and Rep. Wimmer voting in

opposition. 

6. Other Items / Adjourn

MOTION: Sen. Buttars moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

Chair Greiner adjourned the meeting at 3:40 p.m.


